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Village of Altamont


Winter 2011 Newsletter





Archives and Museum News





The exhibition Capturing Altamont: The Paintings of Mary-Ann Brock will continue in the Hallway Exhibit Gallery until February 28th. The exhibition is open to the public during regular village office hours. Inside the archives, work is progressing on the research and processing of the collections. The volunteer staff participated in another training session with an archivist from the NYS Archives. Work continues on processing the archives of the Altamont High School; the Dutch Reformed Church records; the post card collection; the Stephen A. Venear archives; and other collections. 





Several gifts of artifacts and ephemera have been recently received as well as financial support for the archives from various anonymous donors. A vintage desk from Altamont High School and a cash donation were recently made by Thomas M. Sands, formerly of Altamont. Processing collections in archival materials is costly but must be done to stabilize the collections, and with the help of these donors we are moving forward with the processing and towards digitalization of the collections for online access.





If you feel you may have some artifact, historical document or deed you feel should be in the Altamont Archives and Museum, or wish to make a donation to the Roger Keenholts Fund, kindly contact: Marijo Dougherty, Curator, at 861-8125. 








Village Election Registration Day





Residents may register to vote in the upcoming Village Election on Saturday, March 5 at the Village Hall between Noon and 5 pm.   Residents may contact Albany County Board of Elections at 487-5060 to verify their current status of registration at any time. 











Winter Parking Regulations





The parking of vehicles without permit is prohibited in any public parking area owned and maintained by the Village of Altamont and on all highways and streets within the Village of Altamont between the hours of 12:00 midnight and 7:00 am through May 1st.  Overnight parking permits are available at the Village Office.
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                                 Village Election





Village Elections will be held on Tuesday, March 15 at 115 Main Street in the Community Room.  Polls will be open from noon to 9 pm.  Election of two Trustees and a Village Justice will be conducted.  The term of office for each position is four years.  If you are unable to vote due to vacation, illness or other commitment, absentee ballot application is available at the Village Hall.  Application deadlines vary; please call Village Clerk for more information.











Summer Employment Opportunities





The Village of Altamont is accepting applications for seasonal part time employment at Bozenkill Park and in Public Works.  The positions available include Lifeguards, Booth Attendants, Camp Counselors, and Laborers.  Call the Village Offices at 861-8554 for an application.
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New Commissioner of Public Safety 





The Village of Altamont welcomes new Public Safety Commissioner Todd Pucci.  Commissioner Pucci takes over for the former Public Safety Commissioner Anthony Salerno.  The Village Board approved the appointment at the December 2010 Village Board meeting.





Mr. Pucci has extensive training and experience in law enforcement.  He possesses a Master’s Degree in Criminal Justice and has completed numerous training courses in law enforcement activities.  Mr. Pucci has been a member of the Cohoes Police Department for 13 years where, besides patrol duties, he exercises supervisory and administrative responsibilities.





 Commissioner Pucci should feel right at home in his new position because of his work with the Altamont Police Department as a part time officer since 1997.  Mr. Pucci’s experience with the Altamont Police Department and outstanding qualifications will be an asset to the Village and will help continue the public safety excellence the Village residents have come to expect.








Spring Water Flushing





The Village of Altamont will be start hydrant flushing on April 11th.  Flushing will occur between the hours of 8:30 am to 3:00 pm Mondays through Fridays.  During the cycle, residents may experience discoloration in their water.  Residents should check their water prior to doing laundry.  For additional information, contact the Village. Offices.


























Spring Yard Waste Collection





Brush and leaf collection will start on April 4th.   Leaves must be in biodegradable paper bags.  Bags must be closed and sealed.  Please do not include bottles, cans or any foreign refuse in the bags as it could be hazardous to the equipment and the workmen.  Brush and branches must be no larger than 2” in diameter, bundled in twine, and no longer than 4’ in length.  Bags and brush should not be placed on pavement or in ditches as they could inhibit the flow of storm water.
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Website


altamontvillage.org





Altamont Fire Department 


Annual Ball





Have you got Cabin Fever?  Well we’ve got the cure!  On Saturday, April 2nd the Altamont Fire Department will be holding its Annual Firemen’s Ball at the Village Hall.  This is our major fundraiser of the year where we turn up the music, turn down the lights and dance the night away.


The doors will open at 6:00 pm and dancing will commence at 7:00pm. We will be serving a hot and cold buffet as well as beer, wine, and soda.  Mixers (juices and soda) will be available, but you must BYOB (bring your own bottle).  Also during the night we will be giving away an abundance of door prizes and holding a silent auction.  Last year the local businesses in the area donated over 70 items!


If you are interested in joining us for the festivities or making a monetary or prize donation please contact us at 859-7525.  You can also respond by returning the bottom portion of the upcoming letter you will be receiving in the mail.  Tickets are $25 per person which includes everything previously mentioned.  Remember, this is a semi-formal event so dress to impress!
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Altamont Free Library News


The Library's fourth annual I Love my Library Dinner and Auction will be Saturday, February 12th at the Altamont Community Room from 5:30-9:30. This year’s theme is old Hollywood style. Join your neighbors and friends for an evening of glitz and glamour to raise funds for the train station renovation. Tickets are $50.00. Please contact the library if you would like to donate any items for the live or silent auctions! Call Pat Spohr at 861-6939 for event reservations. 


 


Come to the Library for a "Save Energy, Save Dollars" workshop Thursday 2/17 at 6 PM. The evening will provide low-cost and no-cost ways to save energy and reduce energy bills and consumers with programs that provide energy-efficiency improvements with subsidies, low-interest loans, or free services to qualifying households. Participants will receive a free energy kit, including weather-stripping, shrink window insulation, faucet aerator, outlet and light switch gaskets, and more. Please sign up at the Library. 





Looking to get out of the house with the kids? Story time is twice a week - Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 10:30. Both sessions are drop-in.  School aged kids are invited to make stained glass (aka melted crayon) ornaments. Join us Wednesday, February 9th at 4 p.m. These make great Valentines gifts! Please sign up at 861-7239. 





Computer Classes for Adults - The next five-part series will start up Tuesday afternoons in February.  Classes limited to 3 participants. Registration required. Tuesdays at 1:30 2/8 through 3/8.

















Sidewalk Snow Removal





The Village of Altamont will remove snow from sidewalks after major storms but it is the residents’ responsibility to keep the sidewalks clear of ice and after minor snow storms.  The Department of Public Works requests that residents also keep sidewalks clear of debris during the winter months.  Items such as newspapers, trash containers and other foreign objects can be hazardous to both the equipment and workmen.  








Calendar


February through May





Village Election


   Noon to 9 pm





APRIL


Water & Sewer Bills Mailed   





AES “Celebrate America”


    5th grade Carnival                 





AFD Fireman’s Ball





Spring Brush Pickup Begins





Village Organizational 


   Meeting & Budget hearing  





Village Board Meeting       





Water Main Flushing Begins 





ACT Green & Clean Day














FEBRUARY


Village Board Meeting         





I Love My Library Gala  





Village Offices Closed


   President’s Day      





MARCH


Village Board Meeting       





Budget Workshops


 


Voter Registration


   Noon to 5 pm





Daylight Savings Time 


   Begins











MAY


Water Restrictions Begins      





Winter Parking Restrictions


    End	                                





Annual Water Report 


   Released                               





Village Board Meeting          





AES PTA Village Wide 


Garage Sale                             





VFW Loyalty Day





Memorial Day Parade





Village Offices Closed 


  Memorial Day
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Website: www.altamontvillage.org
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Altamont Historical Markers





George Severson inherited the “Wayside Inn” from his father who had rented the property from patroon Stephen Van Renselaer.  After the anti-rent wars, George Severson was able to purchase the property (currently site of Stewarts Shop).  The inn prospered as it served as a relay point for travelers and stage coaches on the road to the Helderbergs and Schoharie.   





The building of the new Schoharie and Albany Plank Road in 1849 rerouted travelers along what is now Western Avenue.  With the loss of patrons, the inn soon closed its doors.   Even with the development of the railroad depot and the short lived Schoharie and Albany Plank Road which was abandoned in 1867, the inn never reopened.    





Upon his death, George Severson left an attic full of documents and papers telling the story of life at the Wayside Inn.  He served not only as an innkeeper, but also a merchant, a postmaster and a town tax accessor.   
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Excerpt from


Town of Guilderland Historic Markers


Alice Begley


Town Historian


1994








