VILLAGE OF ALTAMONT
REGULAR BOARD MEETING AGENDA
7:00 PM January 2, 2024

Pledge of Allegiance

Staff Reports
Altamont Fire Dept
Police Department
Public Works

Public Comment

1.

2.

Consider approval of Treasurer’s Abstracts #13 and #14.

Consider authorizing Mayor Dineen to sign NYS Department of Transportation letter regarding Transportation
Alternatives Program (TAP) for Maple Avenue and Bozenkill Road Sidewalk Installation and Safety
Improvements Project Application Availability of Required Matching Funds.

Consider appointment of Cynthia Shannon, Guilderland, to part-time Deputy Treasurer, effective January §, 2024,
at an annual salary of $23,400. Position is probationary for a period of up to one year.

Consider appointment of Cynthia Shannon to Deputy Registrar of Vital Statistics, per recommendation of Patty
Blackwood, Village Clerk.

Consider approval of applications from Jason Boudi, Altamont, and Jeffrey Perlee, Guilderland, for Firefighter
memberships in the Altamont Fire Department, per request of Paul Miller, Chief.

Consider approval of Resolution Scheduling a Public Hearing on a Local Law of the Village of Altamont
Providing Real Property Tax Exemptions for Volunteer Firefighters and Ambulance Workers Pursuant to Section
466-A of the Real Property Tax Law. Public Hearing to be held on February 6, 2024 at 7:00 p.m.

Consider approval of Board Minutes for December 5, 2023.

Consider motion to adjourn.

Next scheduled meetings: February 6, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. — Regular Meeting
February 29, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. — Budget Workshop



VILLAGE OF ALTAMONT
115 Main Street PO Box 643 Altamont, New York 12009
Phone (518) 861-8554 Fax (518) 861-5379

Mayor Nicholas Fahrenkopf, Trustee
Kerry A. Dineen Michelle Ganance, Trustee
Patty Blackwood, Clerk Tresa Matulewicz, Trustee
Stacy Tanner, Treasurer John Scally, Trustee

Good afternoon,
For the month of December we had 19 calls....
1 Mutual aid structure fire on Bozenkill Rd
5 False alarms

1 On Van Buren Bivd
1 On Wormer Rd

1 On Furbeck Rd

1 On Bavarian Way
1 On Main St

1 Ems assist on Amstrong Cir
2 Broken sprinkler pipes

1 On Bavarian Way
1 On Van Buren Blvd

9 Request for pump outs

2 On Western Ave
1 On Main St

2 On Maple Ave

2 On Armstrong Cir
1 On Prospect Terr
1 On Altamont Blivd

1 Hazardous materials call on Western Ave

For 2023 the department responded to 118 calls.
Other activities last month were....

The 12th was the Schoharie parade

The 9th was the Berne parade

The 11th was truck and station night
The 17th was Altamont parade



® Page 2 January 2, 2024
Activities planned for January are....

The 8th will be radio communications

The 15th will be truck and station night

The 22nd will be Types of construction and road names
The 29th will be driver training

I would like to thank Dave Cowan, Robert White and Paul Miller on 40 years of active service to the
department

Hope you all have a great New Year.

Paul Miller
Chief Altamont Fire Department



January 2, 2024

PATTY:

PLEASE ASK THE BOARD TO ACCEPT THE FOLLOW ABSTRACTS FOR PAYMENT:

ABSTRACT #13: Vouchers 364-381 — January 2, 2024

GENERAL $13,039.97
WATER 7,344.67
SEWER 4,110.65

TOTAL $24,495.29

ABTRACT #14: Vouchers 382 - 431 — January 2, 2024

GENERAL $26,285.03

WATER 8,001.30

SEWER 40.512.01
$74,798.34

Also, the following transfers are needed:

GENERAL FUND

Amount From To
WATER FUND

Amount From To
SEWER FUND

Amount From To



VILLAGE OF ALTAMONT
LOCAL LAW NO. 1 FOR THE YEAR 2024

A LOCAL LAW TO ADOPT REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS FOR
VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS AND VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE SERVICE
WORKERS

Be it enacted by the Village Board of the Village of Altamont as follows:

Section 1: Legislative Intent. The Village Board finds that volunteer firefighters and
volunteer ambulance workers provide essential emergency services to our community
and that it is in the best interests of the Village to encourage this exceptional
volunteerism. The Board finds that providing real property tax exemptions to eligible
enrolled members of such organizations would be an incentive to attract new volunteers
and help combat an alarming decline in the number of volunteers serving as active
responders to fire, medical, or other emergencies.

Section 2: Authority. This article adopts the real property tax exemptions for volunteer
firefighters and volunteer ambulance workers under NY'S Real Property Tax Law §
466-a.

Section 3: Grant of Real Property Tax Exemption.

A. The primary residential real property located in the Village that is owned by an
enrolled member of an incorporated volunteer fire company, volunteer fire
department or incorporated voluntary ambulance service that provides services
within the Village shall be exempt from taxation and assessments levied by the
Village for general fund tax and highway tax to the extent of 10% of the assessed
value of such property, exclusive of special assessments, subject to the requirements
set forth herein.

B. For purposes of the exemption granted to volunteer firefighters, the term "enrolled
member" of an incorporated volunteer fire company or volunteer fire department
shall mean an active volunteer firefighter as defined in NYS General Municipal Law
§ 215 and based upon criteria established by the authority having jurisdiction.

C. For purposes of NYS Real Property Law § 466-a and this article, the term
"authority having jurisdiction" shall mean:

(1) In the case of an incorporated fire company or volunteer fire department,
except the Altamont Fire Department, the Board of Fire Commissioners of the
particular fire district.

(2) Inthe case of the Altamont Fire Department, the Village of Altamont Board of
Trustees.

(3) In the case of an incorporated voluntary ambulance service, the Town of
Guilderland Town Board.



Section 4: Qualifications. Such exemption shall only be granted if:

A. The applicant resides in the Village of Altamont, which is served by such
incorporated volunteer fire company, volunteer fire department or incorporated
voluntary ambulance service for which the applicant is a qualified enrolled
member;

B. The real property which is the subject of such exemption is the primary
residence of the applicant;

C. The real property is used exclusively for residential purposes; provided, however,
that if any portion of such property is not used exclusively for the applicant's
residence but is used for other purposes, such portion shall be subject to taxation,
and the remaining portion only shall be entitled to the exemption provided by this
article;

D. The applicant has been certified by the authority having jurisdiction for the
incorporated volunteer fire company, volunteer fire department, or volunteer
ambulance service as an enrolled member who has served such incorporated
volunteer fire company, fire department, or voluntary ambulance service for at
least two years; and

E. The applicant must submit said certification from the authority having jurisdiction
together with the tax exemption application.

Section 5: Grant of lifetime exemption.

Any enrolled member of an incorporated volunteer fire company,
volunteer fire department or incorporated voluntary ambulance service who
accrues more than 20 years of active service, and is so certified by the authority
having jurisdiction for the incorporated volunteer fire company, volunteer fire
department or incorporated voluntary ambulance service, shall be granted the
10% exemption as authorized by this article for the remainder of her or his life as
long as her or his primary residence is located within the Village of Altamont.

Section 6: Surviving, un-remarried spousal exemption for volunteer firefighters
or volunteer ambulance workers killed in the line of duty.

The property tax exemption authorized by this article and granted to an
enrolled member of an incorporated volunteer fire company, volunteer fire
department, or incorporated voluntary ambulance service shall, upon application,
be continued to such deceased enrolled member's unremarried spouse if such
member is killed in the line of duty, provided that:

A. Such unremarried spouse is certified by the authority having jurisdiction for
the incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department or incorporated



voluntary ambulance service of such enrolled member who was killed in the
line of duty;

B. Such deceased volunteer had been an enrolled member for at least five years;
and

C. Such deceased volunteer had been receiving the exemption of such property
prior to her or his death.

Section 7: Surviving, unremarried spousal exemption for volunteer firefighters or
volunteer ambulance workers with 20 years of enrolled member service.

The property tax exemption authorized by this article and granted to an enrolled member
of an incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department, or incorporated voluntary
ambulance service shall, upon application, be continued to such deceased enrolled
member's unremarried spouse, provided that:

A. Such unremarried spouse is certified by the authority having jurisdiction for the
incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department or incorporated voluntary
ambulance service of such enrolled member;

B. Such deceased volunteer had been an enrolled member for at least 20 years; and

Such deceased volunteer and unremarried spouse had been receiving the
exemption for such property prior to the death of such volunteer.

Application: An application form for such exemption and a certification provided by
the appropriate authority having jurisdiction shall be filed with the Town of Guilderland
Assessor (the “Town Assessor”) on or before the taxable status date of each year or as
otherwise prescribed by New York State.

No diminution of benefits: No applicant who is a volunteer firefighter or volunteer
ambulance worker who by reason of such status is receiving any benefit under the
provisions of Article 4 of the NYS Real Property Tax Law on the effective date of this
article shall suffer any diminution of such benefit because of the provisions of this
article.

Section 8: Supersession of Other Laws. All local laws in conflict with the provisions of this
Local Law area hereby superseded. This Local Law also supersedes, amends, and takes
precedence over any inconsistent provisions of New York Village Law under the Village’s
Municipal Home Rule powers, pursuant to Municipal Home Rule Law §10(1)(11)(d)(3),
§10(1)(ii)(a)(14), and §22.

Section 9: Severability. The invalidity of any word, section, clause, paragraph, sentence, part,
or provision of this local law shall not affect the validity of any other part of this local law
which can be given effect without such invalid part or parts.

Section 9: Effective Date. This article shall take effect upon the filing of this local law with
the NYS Secretary of State.



